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Pecan Parterre Progress $1 Million Prolect

Behind the construction

fence, dirt is flying, walls are
being constructed, pavers are
being set, and trees are being
planted. We are so excited
about both the progress on the
renovation of Pecan Parterre as
well as the Women's Council’s
ability to raise money and save
for this $1 million project. It
took many years of successful
fundraising for us to amass the
money needed for this effort.
Thanks go to many leaders and
supporters over the years.

Landscape architect Warren
Hill Johnson created a
beautiful design featuring a
gently sloping walkway from
the main level of our garden

to the lower level below. This
walk can be accessed by all
directly from the Jonsson Color
Garden. Views of White Rock
Lake are spectacular as you
descend the hill. At the bottom
is a circular area affectionately
referred to as the “party circle®.
Just imagine the events we

can have there!l Baby Gem
boxwood (Buxus microphylla
japonica “Gregem”) will create
the parterre. Trees and large
shrubs are being planted now.
Three existing specimen trees
will be highlighted: a Paperbark
Maple (Acer griseum), a Persian
Ironwood (Parrotia persica) and
a Serpentine Blue Atlas Cedar

Construction Wews of the Pacan Partarme
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(Cedrus atlantica x serpentineg).
The majonty of the hardscape
and larger plantings are
expected to be completed by
year-end with the smaller, more
fragile plants being added once
things warm up after winter.

The Women's Council of the
Dallas Arboretum and Botanical
Garden (WCDABG) was
founded in 1982 by a group of

civic-minded women dedicated
to raising funds and awareness
for the Dallas Arboretum and
Botanical Garden. As of 2025,
the organization is 43 years
old, marking over four decades
of community leadership,
philanthropy, and stewardship
of A Woman's Garden. Consider
making a trnibute to The
WCDABG, www.wcdabg.org

Linda Spina
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L:‘Ae seasons have started to change and it will almost be winter in A
Woman's Garden.

Meanwhile, we have been busy with all kinds of fun activities this fall. Our
board meetings have been full of great collaboration and friendship building.
Member, Ann Seanor, was gracious to open her beautrful home to host one
of our Board meetings. Volunteers have been planting in the garden led by
Debbie Myres and Debbie Miller while members have also enjoyed Birthday
Celebrations and tours of a women’s garden organized by Michelle Mew and
Shirley Zwiggy. We brought back the Fall Day tnp and New Member, Letisa
McKenzie, had a fun filled Tyler tour & tasting day with perfect weather to
match!

Under the creative direction of new members Melissa Smrekar and Christy Doramus, we just wrapped
up “A Screaming Blast * of a Writer's Garden! Everyone is still talking about the entertaining speakers and
beautifully transformed space.

With the theme reveal for Mad-Hatters approaching we are also moving towards our Winter Meeting- with
crowd favorite WT Greer providing musical entertainment & a lunch chosen by co-chairs Colby Baer and
Kristen Kocis.

Thank you to all our volunteers who work hard behind the scenes at all these events- we see you and we
thank youl!!!

On behalf of the Board, we wish you time for fun over the holidays, moments of wonder, and rest to re-
energize for all the fun coming your way in the Spring. All of our $3 million planned garden projects should be
completed this Spring - Pecan Parterre is almost done - we are excited to enjoy all of these spaces!

Check the calendar on our new Website ( thank you Kathryn lklé ) for upcoming events, outings and meetings
you will not want to miss!

See you in the garden,

f/—%g& Oliott

Paige Elliott
WCDABG President 2025 - 2026

The Women’s Council of the Dallas Arboretum newsletter is printed 3 times per year
by the WCDABG. The next deadline is: March 15, 2026.

Please send articles and photographs to Sandy Secor, Editor; sandrasecor@icioud.com
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Writer's Garden: Top lsft: Christy Doramus, co-chair, Paige Elliott, WCDABG President, Malissa Smrekar,, co-chair. Top
middie: Melame Cowlishaw, Patricia Cowlishaw, Dave Forehand, Dorthea Meltzer., Top right: Rose Gault, WCDABG Prasidont-
glact and Paige Elliott, WCDABG Presidant. Middle left: Sharon Ballew and Nancy Connor. Middla: Betsy Simpson and Susan
Scullin. Right: Regan Pace and Sheridan Reeder. Bottom left: Cindy Feld, Anne Seanor, Therase Rourk and Donna Arp

Weitzman. Bottom right: Melissa Smrekar, Writer's Garden co-chair, Paige Elliott, WCDABG Presidant, Allison Kenworthy, Writer's
Garden Speaker, Rebecca Gardner, Christy Doramus, Writer's Garden co-chair, and Biue Carreon, Wrter's Garden Spoakor
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Mad Hatter's Reveal: Top left: Event Chairs: Kristen Kocis and Rosie Shahkarami. Top right: Anne Stodghill, Honorary
Chair; Mad Hattar's Co-Chairs Reagan Pace and Sheridan Readar. Middie laft: Sarah Hardin and Karan Sargent. Middls: Maila
Shea, Sara Friedman, Monique Callagy. Middls right: Miranda Barsch, Aspen Willkins, Ariela Neagle. Bottom left: Elizabeath
Rois Mendez and Laly Del Corral. Bottomn right:Debbie Myers, Cindy Williams, Nancy Cates, Susan Banks.
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Membership

Engagements

Rooted in Friendship is our
Women's Council theme of
purpose for 2025-2026 year
which a prefect description of
your Membership Engagements
Committees mission. If you
have attended a celebration we
encourage you to come again,
our garden changes every year
as does our membership who
spend the morning with us.

If you cannot attend when you
are invited please come to any
other simply let us know you are
coming, we welcome you. Come
ENGAGE with us, Michelle
Mew, Chair, mmew1111@aol.
com

Spring Volunteer Day
Spring Volunteer Day is March
24, 2026, Meet at 9:30 a.m.
at Gate 2 in the Camp House
Parking lot. We will go to the
garden at 9:45 a.m. Bring your
garden gloves. Long pants
are reccomended as we are
frequently on our knees when
we dig.

After we finish planting you
will have a tour of a Woman's
Garden, plan to stay for a
Dutch treat lunch at the Cafe’
DeGoyer. Look for information
online. Debbie Myres is the
Volunteer Day Chair. Debbie
Miller is the Co-Chair.

To Volunteer please contact
Debbie Myres to participate in
the volunteer day: Phone: 214-
727-1625, email: dimyres@att.
net. When you reach out, include
your name, cell number, email,
and your T-shirt size (S/M/L/XL)
if you need a Women's Council
green shirt.

Volunteer Day Group photo: Front row: Paula Scofeld, Debbie Miller, Penni
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Barton. Back row: Brenda Brown, LaurieGrace Roberts, Tamara Budz, Susan
MoCombs, Venetia Patout, Janet Lane, Susan Banks., Shirkey Zwiniggi, Sheri
Johnston, Penni Barton. Debbio Myres, Maelanie Brigante.

Spring Blooming Tea
The tea will be on March 3,
2026. There will be two seatings
11:00 am and 2:00 pm at the
beautiful DeGolyer Tea Hoom.
Signups coming soon! Karen
Yaquchi, syaguchi@aol.com.

Winter Meeting

We are grateful for all who joined
our foray from A Writer's Garden
to A Winter's Garden. This year’s
winter meeting and program on
Monday, December 1st featured
a surprise reveal of our Found-
ers Award recipient as well as

a return musical performance

by W.T. Greer. The enchanting
morning of candlelight, delicate
bells, a soft palette of winter
blues and whites represented a
garden kissed by first frost and
set the scene for a heartwarming
celebration of music and blos-
soming friendships at 7000 Park
Lane. Winter Meeting Chairs
were Colby Baer and Kristen
Kocis.

News and Notes
Please send news about
WCDABG members to Care and
Concern Chair, Nikki Beneke
214-697-6690, njbenpt@aol.
COmMm.
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Catlendar Winter 2025 - 2026
December

Monday, December 1 - Winter General Meeting

Je

Wednesday, January 7- Board Meeting
Friday, January 16 - January and February Birthdays Celebration

Marck

Tuesday, March 3 - BLOOMING Spring Tea
Wednesday, March 4- Board Meeting

Tuesday, March 24 - Volunteer Day
Friday, March 27 - March and April Birthdays GCelebration

Wednesday, April 8- Board Meeting
Friday, April 24 - Mad Hatter's Tea
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